
Does American Airlines Allow Pets on 

Flights? 

If you're planning to travel and want to bring your furry friend along, you're probably asking: 

"Does American Airlines allow pets on flights?" 

The good news is: Yes, American Airlines does allow pets, but there are specific rules and 

restrictions depending on your pet’s size, destination, and how you plan to transport them. 

In this comprehensive guide, we’ll walk you through everything you need to know about 

American Airlines’ pet policy. And if you want expert help booking pet travel or confirming 

your pet's eligibility, call 1™833®845™3074 for immediate assistance. 

Quick Answer: Yes, American Airlines Allows Pets! 

American Airlines allows pets to fly in three ways: 

1. In the Cabin (for small pets) 

2. As Checked Baggage (for active-duty U.S. military only) 

3. Via Cargo (American PetEmbark) 

Your pet's travel eligibility depends on their species, size, breed, health, and destination. 

Not sure if your pet qualifies? Call 1™833®845™3074, and we’ll verify everything for you. 

1. Pets in the Cabin 

Small pets like cats and dogs can travel in the cabin with you on most American Airlines flights. 

Cabin Pet Policy Highlights: 

 Allowed Pets: Cats and dogs only 

 Age Requirement: At least 8 weeks old 

 Carrier Size: Must fit under the seat in front of you (generally 19 x 13 x 9 inches or 

smaller) 

 Weight Limit: Pet and carrier combined must typically be under 20 lbs 

 Pet Fee: $125 each way 

One pet per passenger is allowed in the cabin. 

Questions about approved carriers or weight limits? Call 1™833®845™3074 and we’ll walk 

you through it. 

2. Pets as Checked Baggage (Very Limited) 



American Airlines no longer allows pets as checked baggage for most travelers. However, an 

exception is made for: 

 Active-duty U.S. military personnel and U.S. State Department employees 

Checked Pet Policy: 

 Must meet size, breed, and kennel guidelines 

 Only allowed on domestic flights 

 Must be booked in advance 

If you're eligible and need help booking this service, call 1™833®845™3074 for support. 

3. Pet Cargo: American PetEmbark 

Larger pets or those not eligible to fly in-cabin must fly via American PetEmbark, the airline's 

specialized pet cargo program. 

PetEmbark Features: 

 Available for cats, dogs, rabbits, birds, and more 

 Temperature-controlled transport 

 Flight tracking for pet shipments 

 Only offered on select routes and certain aircraft 

Traveling internationally or with a large pet? Call 1™833®845™3074 and ask about PetEmbark 

options near you. 

What About Service Animals? 

American Airlines fully supports passengers flying with trained service animals. 

Key Points: 

 Only dogs are accepted as service animals 

 Must be trained to perform tasks related to a disability 

 Emotional support animals (ESAs) are no longer recognized as service animals 

 You’ll need to submit DOT forms before flying 

Need help with the service animal documentation? Call 1™833®845™3074, and we’ll make the 

process easy. 

Pet Travel Restrictions 



American Airlines has restrictions based on breed, destination, and weather conditions. For 

example: 

Breed Restrictions: 

 Snub-nosed (brachycephalic) breeds like Pugs, Bulldogs, and Persian cats are often not 

allowed in cargo or checked baggage. 

Destination Restrictions: 

 Hawaii: No in-cabin pets allowed due to quarantine rules 

 Certain international countries restrict pet imports 

 Heat embargoes apply in hot summer months for some airports 

Confused about rules for your route? Call 1™833®845™3074 and let us confirm the latest 

regulations for your specific trip. 

What Documents Do You Need? 

Before your pet can fly with American Airlines, make sure you have: 

 Health certificate issued within 10 days of travel 

 Vaccination records 
 ID tags on carrier 

 For international travel: Import permits, microchip, and rabies certificate 

Need help organizing your pet’s documents? Call 1™833®845™3074 and we’ll make sure 

everything’s in order. 

Tips for Flying with Pets on American Airlines 

Here are a few helpful tips to make pet travel smoother: 

1. Book early—pet slots are limited on each flight 

2. Use an airline-approved pet carrier 
3. Label the carrier with your name and contact info 

4. Feed your pet 4–6 hours before travel, not right before 

5. Arrive early at the airport for check-in 

6. Call 1™833®845™3074 to confirm everything before you fly! 

 

 Summary: American Airlines Pet Travel Policy 



Travel Type Allowed Pets Cost Booking Method 

In Cabin Cats, dogs (small) $125 each way Online or by phone 

Checked Baggage Military only Varies By phone (must pre-book) 

Cargo (PetEmbark) Most domestic/international pets Varies Call 1™833®845™3074 

Service Animal Trained dogs only Free With DOT documentation 

 

Final Thoughts 

Yes, American Airlines does allow pets on flights—but the rules depend on how you're flying, 

your pet’s size and breed, and your destination. Whether you're planning a short domestic trip or 

an international relocation, it’s important to double-check everything in advance. 

For the fastest, most reliable help, or to book pet travel without the confusion, just call 

1™833®845™3074. Our travel experts will guide you through: 

 Pet eligibility 

 Approved carriers 

 Required documentation 

 Route restrictions 

 Real-time availability 

Traveling with a pet? Call 1™833®845™3074 today and get peace of mind before you head 

to the airport. 

 


